
TOPIC #2

CHOOSING A TOPIC:  
RESEARCH QUESTIONS

The success of your project will depend on your ability to discover or invent a good research question. 
By thinking about the topic, the questions you have about the topic, and the significance of your 
topic, you can develop a strong research paper.

You can help yourself think about your project by describing it in a three-step sentence that states 
your TOPIC + QUESTION + SIGNIFICANCE (or TQS):

 TOPIC: I am working on the topic of _______________,

  QUESTION: because I want to find out _______________,

   SIGNIFICANCE: so that I can help others understand _______________.

Don’t worry if at first you can’t think of something to put as the significance in the third step. As 
you develop your answer, you’ll find ways to explain why your question is worth asking!

TQS sentence example: 
 I am working on the topic of the Apollo mission to the moon, 

  because I want to find out why it was deemed so important in the 1960s, 

   so that I can help my classmates understand the role of symbolic events in shaping  
   national identity.

Note: The TQS formula is meant to prime your thinking. Use it to plan and test your question, 
but don’t expect to put it in your paper in exactly this form.

Adapted from Kate L. Turabian, Student’s Guide to Writing College Papers, 5th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2019), pp. 14–15.


