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The DPP was successful in attracting an important number of votes in the 1990s, during 

the first rounds of multiparty elections in Taiwan. Those DPP candidates who campaigned in 

favor of the country’s independence and sovereignty were the most successful ones: “In 1989, 

eight members of the New Tide Faction joined together to form the pro-independence New 

National Alliance to contest seats in the December legislative election. All eight were elected, a 

stunning accomplishment” (Rigger 2001, 124). The party was successful in “stealing” votes from 

the dominant KMT: in 1991 the DPP obtained 23.9 percent of the vote for the National 

Assembly elections, and by 1996 this percentage had increased to 29.8 (data in Taiwan-

Communiqué 1996). Following the logic of the theory of programmatic capacity, I end this 

section noting that in the 1990s the KMT adopted many of the policies advocated by the DPP: 

By the mid-1990s, all of the concrete items on the DPP’s reform agenda had been 
achieved, and the party was forced to find new issues to attract members and voters. 
. . . The KMT has tended to co-opt DPP issue positions that prove popular with voters, 
including domestic policy proposals such as national health care and foreign policy 
initiatives such as the U[nited] N[ations] bid. (Rigger 2001, 151; emphasis added) 

Turkey’s Democrat Party 

Mustafa Kemal founded the Republican People’s Party (RPP) in 1923, an organization 

that would dominate Turkish politics for a quarter of a century. The RPP was, like the PRI in 

Mexico, a conglomerate of different political groups, including the urban middle class, the state 

bureaucracy, landowners, and army officers (Ahmad 1977, 1–2). However, unlike the Mexican 

dominant party, the RPP was never able to develop a structure capable of effectively fostering 

elite collective action or incorporating the population—via corporatist arrangements—into the 

party organization. The reason for this was that, contrary to what Calles did in Mexico in 1929, 

Kemal “felt little need to develop the party organization. The [RPP] leaders did not devote 

considerable energy to opening up branches across the country. . . . Throughout the 1920s, the 
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earlier voyage. Then Rosa, her new husband, parents, five more of her siblings, one sister-in-law, 

a fiancée to another brother (these two women were sisters), and Kleberg’s own brother Louis 

followed in the fall of 1834.22 

Many years later, Robert Kleberg reflected without regret on his decision to migrate: 

I wished to live under a republican form of Government, with unbounded personal, 
religious and political liberty, free from the petty tyrannies and the many disadvantages 
and evils of the old countries. Prussia smarted at that time under an offensive military 
despotism. I was (and have ever remained) an enthusiastic lover of republican 
institutions, and I expected to find in Texas, above all other countries, the blessed land 
of my most fervent hopes.23 

In December of 1834, Rosa and Robert Kleberg’s ship wrecked at Galveston, then a 

largely uninhabited island, instead of landing at the port of Brazoria as planned. Louis von 

Roeder and Robert Kleberg, who was the only one of the party who already spoke English, left 

Rosa and the others to watch their considerable baggage and set off on foot to find their relatives 

who had emigrated earlier. An Indian man helped the party to find them near the location of Cat 

Spring. Rosa recalled, “He belonged to a troop of Indians who were camping in the 

neighborhood and from whom our relations had been in the habit of obtaining venison in 

exchange for ammunition. They found our people in a wretched condition. My sister and one 

brother had died, while the two remaining brothers were very ill with the fever.” Kleberg and the 

von Roeders rented accommodations in the city of Harrisburg through the winter and until they 

were all together again, and eventually settled fifty miles west of there, near where the advance 

party had been living at Cat Spring.24 

                                                           
22. Rosa Kleberg, “Some of My Early Experiences in Texas,” Quarterly of the Texas State Historical 

Association 1, no. 4 (April 1898): 297–302; Handbook of Texas Online, s.vv. “Kleberg, Rosalie von Roeder,” and 
“Kleberg, Robert Justus [I],” accessed Sept. 28, 2010, http://www.tshaonline.org/; Tiling, 24–25. 

23. Kleberg notes, 1876, as excerpted in Tiling, 24. Originals in the Rudolph Kleberg Family Papers, 1829–
1966, Dolph Briscoe Center for American History (hereafter CAH). 

24. Rosa Kleberg, 297–98. 
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