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of paper that have been precut, or web- fed, using rolls of paper that will 
be folded and trimmed at the end of the printing stage.  

  a.48   Digital printing.    In digital printing, images are printed directly onto pa-
per through ink jets or thermal transfer using either powder-  or liquid- 
based toners. The quality of the reproduction is typically not as high as 
that achieved through the off set process (though the gap has closed), 
but digital printing makes it economically viable to print small quanti-
ties of a publication on demand (as few as one), preferably from archived 
electronic fi les, and can reduce the publisher’s cost of warehousing un-
sold stock. Digital printing also makes it feasible to customize each copy. 

  figure a.6.     Principle of offset printing. A plate is wrapped around and fastened to the 
plate cylinder. Water applied by the dampening rollers adheres only to the background 
area of the plate; ink applied by the inking rollers adheres only to the dry image of the 
type on the plate. As the plate cylinder revolves, it transfers the ink to the rubber blan-
ket of the blanket cylinder, which in turn transfers (or offsets) it onto the paper, which is 
held in place by the impression cylinder.     
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